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CRISIS.—No. VI. 








A.tHoucn the above word has been adopted as a head 
and title, by various writers, to various occusional and pe- 
riddieal publications, from the various revelutions during 
the reign of the Stuarts down to the present time, yet, ac- 
cording to the different views and comprehensions of dif- 
ferent men, the word, as a title of sound as well as meaning 
might be fairly said to be at all times applicable.* The 
various revolutions above alluded to, have produced in this 
country an unfortunate change in its political character. 
Instead of the Representation of the Commons of England 
in Parliament, which certainly existed at least during the 
reign of the Stuarts, that Assembly has gradually grown up 
to be a representation of cabal and faction. William the 
Dutchinan, who succeeded to the throne by the expulsion 
of his father-in-law, the-Second James Stuart, finding that 
the assertion of kingly prerogative was treated as a farce, 
among a People who were growing decidedly republican, 
and begam to see the folly of Keeping the expensive mo- 
narchical establishmeiits, which were found to be as a con- 
tinual open grave to the wealth of the country, sought to 
obtain by artful corruption, what he could nét obtain by 
Royal authority. It is to this reign, which the Whigs of 
the present refck to as a glorions Revolution, that we must 
aseribe the commencement of that accumulation of misery, 
distress, and degradation to which we. have arrived, and 
which all parties affect to deploré as an insurmountahle 
crisis, It was this Dutchman, whom a few individuals, with 
self-constituted authority, papointed as King, whilst he in 
return appointed them a Parliament, that entailed on us the 
accurse funded ysis and the then novel mode of corrupt- 
ing with bribes the majority of Members of the House of 
Commons. In the very first Parliament that was: returned 
by the election of the people, after he had dissolved that of 
shis own manufacture, he entered into an azgreement with 
Sir John Trevor, the Speaker, who promised to purchase the 
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majority of votes, if-William would furnish him with the 
necessary sums of money. Had there been a spark of virtue 
or genuine patriotism in either of the then Whig or Tory 
faction, they would have brought this Dutchman to the 
block, and have again tried their fortune, by sending to the. 
Continent for another king, to squander the wealth and 
roduce of the nation! This system of buying the majority 
as since been improved on, and has gone on increasing 
with the funded system, until, with a fair outside, we pos- 
sess one of the most destructive and degraded systems 
that it is possible for any society to be infested with. I 
would appeal to any rational being, whether the continua- 
tion of the Stuart family, and even the Popish religion 
as ihe established religion of the country, could have en- 
tailed on us a greater degree of misery, wretchedness, 
and degradation than we have at present, as an industrious 
starving people. The Whigs adopted and carried on the 
same system, of corrupting in the most shameless manner 
the Members ef the House of Commons, and adding to the 
funded debt. . Sir Robert Walpole, who in the reign of the’ 
First of the present Family, was a most violent Whig, and 
advanced himself by his boldness and abilities to the office 
of Prime Minister, completely systematized this mode of 
corruption, At the close of every Session he would hold 
his Parliamentary Dinner, at which such persons as had 
supported him during the Session were invited. A singular 
and pleasing anecdote that occurred at one of those dinners, 
is worthy of relating here. It was the custom of Sir Robert 
to place a note, value £500, under every plate, but on a 
certain occasion, cither the pressing wants or additional ser. 
vices of some individual hiad entitled him to one of a £1000, 
General Churchill, who was the brother of the celebrated — 
Duke of Marlborough and one of Sir Robert’s adherents, 
having obtained information that this note of £1000 was to” 
be under a certain plate, and intended for a certain person, 
resolved to iatercept it, and accordingly, by an early at- 
tendance, took his place at the favoured spot, which was at 
the bottom of the table. Sir Robért entering the room and— 
seeing his design likely to be thwarted by the General, went _ 
to him, and taking bim by the ‘arm, expressed himself 
shocked that a member of the noble house uf Marlborough 
should be seated at the bott6m of the table, and begged 
that he would take the right ‘hand at the other end. 3) 
General, who was an old man, replied, that be had lived” 
tov long to value the ffette distinctions of this life, that 
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the best of all books had taught him, that the vallies should 
be raised and the hieh hills laid low, and begged, as a 
matter of preference, that he might be allowed to retain his 
seat; thereby pocketing the £1000 and proving himself too 
good a parliamentary soldier to be dislodged. — It is by such 
means as these, that the liberties and property of the country 
at large are bartered for the emolument and imaginary 
wants of afew. For my own part, I do not believe that the 
Minister, on any question of importance, has a single con- 
scientious vote, The case was_a novelty in the reign of 
William, and it happening to come out in some investigation 
of a corporate affair, that Sir John Trevor had nctépted of a 
bribe, lie was expelled the House. But this did not render 
him unfit for the service of William, who appointnd him 
Attorney-General, and actually offered. him the Seals at the 
removal of Lord Somers. Various attempts were made, by 
a few honest Members, who were occasionally in the House 
during the reigus of William and the two first of the Bruns- 
wick Family, to have the sums of money accounted for that 
were squandered in this profuse and shameful manner, and 
they were often told by the reigning person himself, that the 


‘ money was applied to secret services, and that it would be 


to the public prejudice to disclose the particulars ; till at 
leugth we are told by the very Members in their own House, 
and corporate capacity, that its corruptions are “'as voto- 
rious as the sun at noon-day,” and they have been told by 

tition to the House, “ that their seats are as open for sale 
as the stalls for cattle in Smithfield.” And yet they continue 
tolegislate! Therefore, when we see,a legislative body com- 
posed in this manner; we might fairly presume that a crisis 


-must approach, when they can carry their career no further 


—that crisis is fast approaching. 
The most,important and most useful paper written under 
this head, was the product of the mind of that benefactor of 


nations, THOMAS PaINE, and addressed to the American 


people during the war called the American war. For those 
pers, in connection with his pamphlet, “ Common Sense,” 
~aine received the thanks of the Congress, and a grant of 


land. . At the same time a weekly publicatioa appeared in 


London, under the title of the Crisis, and far exceeded any 
thing that has appeared amongst the present political pub- 


Jlieations, for violence and strength of writing. A very early 


ber, I believe the second, was commenced with an ar- 
under the head of, “a Bloody King, a Bloody Ministry, 
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Colonies of North America, and yet was carried on to ‘the 
extent of a large volume, was published in a folio sheet at 
two-pence halfpenny each number, and what is rather a sin- 
— coincidence, it was dated opposite, “Anderton’s Hotel, 
leet Street, J. Shaw the publisher ;” it appears that it must 
have issued frem the heuse whence the “ Republican” has 
issued, as being directly opposite that hotel. I have heard 
that it obtained the honor of being burnt by the hands of the 
common hangman at Charing Cross, but never met with an 
account of any other prosecution instituted against it. If 
atiy Member of either House of Parliament, or any other 
alarmist, would wish to see whether any former political 
publication has exceeded those of late or'the present day, T 
would refer him to this Crisis, which was sold much cheaper 
than those of late. The vague clamour which we have 
lately heard about the licentiousness of the press, is no more 
than a clamour of the description that has existed in all ages, 
when the administrators of the government have studied the 
means of stretching their prerogative by abridging the 
liberties, and endeavouring to strike a terror into the minds 
of the people. During the triumph of the Catholic Religion, 
we read of nothing but the growth of heresy, and the most 
cruel and barbarous tortures inflicted on those who were suS« 
of dissent. When that religion changed its name, wi 
some slight alteration in forms and ceremonies, and called it? 
self Protestant, then the whole nation was kept in a state of 
alarm for, and dread of the growth of, Papistry. For almost 
a century after the violation of hereditary right to the suc 








this country was kept in a continual state of agitation ‘ant 
alarm, by the clamour of the rightful claimant being a 
to take possession by the force of arms, and whom the 
reigning individuals modestly called Pretenders! When 
ever any measure of one Minister met a strong opposition, 
he iftumediately resorted to the usual bug-bear of the . 
‘to be apprehended from the Pretender. We were no sooner 
blessed with the Brunswick family, than the Church becatie 
in danger, and the cry of the alarmist was against immera 
blasphemy, heresy, schism, and fion-conformity. And we 
‘have now arrived to the crisis'when the alarmist cries aloud 
for the fate of both church‘and'state, from the auch a 
blasphemous and seditious publications. What does all this 
-mean? Why, that an artful minister, who perhaps has'tle 
iuterest of some foreign powerat ‘heart (for we should Te- 
sebdllect that frequent instances of this kind have occurred,)® 
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-be applied to a society. 
_¢lamours are to-be found; let us instance America, or that 
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capable of raisiag any clamour or alarm, that is calculated to 
suit his purpose. The cry against heretics was kept up un- 
til the supposed heretics became masters of the alarmed 
Catholic Clergy, The cry against non-conformists went on, 
until it was difficult to. find half-a-dozen persons who could 
conform their ideas.on matters of religion. And now the 
cry against blasphemy and sedition will go on, until. the 
church and state cry 4 eh afc out of breath, and descend 
broken-hearted into the same grave. What ground for alarm 
shall then be found, remains to be seen: but it really does 
appear that one-half of mankind live in a state of wretched- 
ness and misery, from the continued apprehension and. antici- 
pation of evil. Each political party has always his crisis in 


_ view: the one cries out that the licentiousness of the people 


and the press will most asuredly destroy his favorite. plan 
and system—the other, who is continually lamenting that 
the liberties of the couiitry are lost, and yet with the same 
breath exclaims, that they continually remain in danger and 
are expiring: but yet they are again found anew and in 
danger on every question in which he meets his. opponent: 
The priests of every sect have their crisis always in view, and 
are continually sounding the trumpet of alarm from their pul- 
pits. What does all this prove? Why, that society is, and 
has ever been, in aa unnatural state, where there is a mone~ 
poly of interests, and where legislation does|not extend to 
the. benefit of the whole. Amidst the multitude of exclusive 
systems as practised in this country, it is impossible to pre- 
eeed without continual decay, alarm, and terror. Whenever 


_ terror and alarm seize-the mind of an individual, he becomes 


at-once nerveless and imbecile: the same observation might 
In a rising state none of those idle 


part of it called the United States. There, every creed and 
doetrine stands on its own bottom. There are more Roman 
Catholics and more Deists than in England, and yet every 
other sect, such as Calvinist, Lutheran, and Wesleyan, 
exists also without any apparent clashing against each other, 
or at least without the interference of the legislature. There 
every sect pays its own priest, and there ends the matter. 
There are no rich benefices to preserve, for the purpose of 
supporting the eorruptions of a government, and that makes 
all'the difference. We cannot expect to enjoy a comfort- 
able state of society, when industry shall suppl} the want of 
each of its members, until we have passed the approaching 












42 THS REPUBLICAN. 


erisis, when the corruptions of the present day shall be taken 
up root and branch. 

The aim of the philanthropist should ever be the welfare 
of the whole, Such a man as Wilberforce cannot be said to 
be a philanthropist. He certainly has done much towards 
the emancipation of the negro, but the bigotry of his mind 
has destroyed the fair fame he would otherwise enjoy, for 
every link that he has taken from the chain of the negro he 
has added to that of his own. countrymen. It is that weak. 
ness of the mind that bigotry produces, that prevents. this 
man from being a philanthropist, and enables each succeed. 
ing minister to blind him with the common clamour. _ He, 
who prior to his first.meal on each succeeding day, orders 
his servant to bring on a silver waiter,as many of the books. 
called the Bible as there are members or visitors in his 
family, and spends an hour in perusing and praying over it, 
can passess very liltle of the mind that is essential to just 
and equal legislation. He who legislates for ali should have 
a mind that comprehends all, and tolerates all in matters:of 
opinion on politics and religion. 

The growing state of distress and. misery is beginning:to 
alarm all classes but those who are the cause of it. Ev 
man who has a small property remaining, is called on, an 
common humanity impels him, to save his neighbour from 
premature death by starvation. The state of the countryi 
truly deplorable; and, although the people are deprived 
the means of giving vent to their feeling at public meetings, 
yet their stifled agony and sentiment are visible on every 
countenance, We see the state of the country is such, that 
the High Sheriff of the county of Stafford hesitates to calla 
meeting to take into consideration the best means of relieving 
the distresses of the people for the moment. ‘Give us analy 
chy—give us a civil war, rather than let such a stateof 
things as this go on, whilst their authors are living in all thé 

randeur of Asiatic pomp and splendour on the produceol 
i nation. Charity, although most virtuous in its, design, 
avails nothing towards ultimate relief, unless prompt, liberal, 
and wisely applied. It is to be lamented that those whose 

humanely devote their purse and. even their time to afford 
temporary relief, should not take every opportunity. of re 
coallind tieir apinion as to the cause of the distress; ‘yet | 
one word of the kind is hinted at, lest, forsooth, it : 




















become a meeting on Be and have a tendency -to bring 
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I believe Swift has observed, that “the knowledge of a 
disease is half its cure ;” ‘surely, then, those who attempt to 
discover its cause and progress, do more than those who 
relieve momentary pain by cordials or other medicine, which 
is calculated to prepare the sufferer for further suffering, 
unless the cause fm effect of his disease be explored and 
removed. The man that is a suffering pauper to-day, has 


_-no chance of recovering himself; you may Bure him a full 


meal and clothe him, but a few days reduces him to the state 


‘where you found him. Nature requires continual aid and 


sustenance, both in her animal and vegetable preperties. 
One watering of a plant in a dry season will not be sufficient 
to save it; it wants almost a daily moisture to save it from 
withering. Such is the case with human nature. In seasons 
of famine, when the bounty of nature has been destroyed, 
or misapplied, or withheld, a great portion of the animal 
world must fall a sacrifice to it: but here is no famine,— 
our fields, gardens, and markets abound with provision, but 
worked up to such a price by excessive taxation, that the 
Jowness of wages, combined with the lack of labour, renders 
it unattainable, and thus almost half a nation are perishin 

in the midst of plenty. Surely this becomes wanton an 

wilful inurder on the part of those who have the power of 
lessening this horrible taxation. Let not the abettors of 
those thing's affect to whine at the misery they occasion: let 
them at once apply themselves to the means of furnishin 

labour to the industrious, which can only be acesnaplisleed 
by reducing the taxation. The reduction of taxation would 
lessen the price of provision, and merease labour and its 
value. Therefore the decrease of famine and misery can only 
be found in the ratio of the decrease of taxation. If those 
who have now the reins of Government in their hands have 
not the strength, or the inclination, or a sense of the necessity 


of performing this, let them give them up to those who have ; 
- and, should they continue obstinate, they must be made to 


accomplish what humanity and justice dictate. Such a 
contest would be aided by the si of the poet, and the 
prayer of the widow and fatberless. It would be the contest 
of nature against those: who impiously array themselves 


against her bounties. 
| + R.CARLILE, 
Dorchester Gaol, Jan. 17, 1820. 
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| TO MR, CARTILE. 
Sir, 

Most sincerely lamenting that any communication to you must 
be read within the walls of a prison, but at the same time, well know- 
ing from experience that to the persecuted and unfortunate the sym. — 
pathy of the humblest well-wisher cannot be wholly unweleome, I 
take the liberty of submitting a few remarks upon your letter to Dr, 
Rudge, dated December 25th 1819; it was by mere accident the 
‘* Republican” fell into my hands, I have never before seen it, and © 
am at this moment ignorant of any-other original writing from yotr ~ 
pen. In excuse for this frank but not flattering declaration, I plead 
‘the very recent opening of my eyes, not. by Thomas Paine, or by any 
other Writer, but by the declaration made ex cathedrd upon your 
trial, that ‘* itis contrary to the law of this land to question the truth — 
‘of the Christian Religion.” It struck me instantly upon seeing this 
degma promulgated, that if the Schools, the Universities, the nume- 
rous Christian Establishments ia this country, together witha Priest- 
hood not only educated with the greatest care, but maintained at the 
annual expence of £6,000,000, tor the sole purpose of upholding its 
truths, could not uphold them without the assistance of temporal laws 
algo, that those truths must be questionable. 1 have, like yourself, 
been brought up as young person®generally are, that is, neither be- 
lieving nor disbelieving; for there can be no belief, strictly -so 
called, without.inquiry, and although I have in the course of my 
life read many Deistical works, they rather amused than convinced me, 
and I may say the same of Theological: therefore, notwithstanding 
the effect of the dogma above-stated, I do not feel qualified to decide 
for myself, much less for others, Notwithstanding, also, the effect of 
the punishment inflicted » bye you, (which must be disgusting to. 
every unprejudiced mind) I doubt; let us examine freely, but let us 
not leap where our imperfect lights allow us only to creep ; and above 
all, let us not dictate, where we can but reason. 

-,. You observe that the New Testament ‘‘contains a compilationof 
morals; but in no instance original,” I ask in reply, how could.any 
single moral precept be original, considering the number of systems 
and writings upon them that were then in existence? As a compilati " 
in a practical form, easily committed to memory, the Gospels stooi 
unrivalled ; neither Plato, Secrates, nor Cicero, had deapanted to the 
morality of humble every-day life ; and the Jewish law from whence 
j™any precepts, and those the most forcible, were professedly taken, 
was mixed up with such barbarous absurdities as to be less domesti¢t © 
dhanthe high-flown (I may say) aristocratical virtues of the Heathens, — 
As an instance of what was perhaps not new,’ but’ certainly putiva 
new, practical, and consolatory shape, I mention at hazard the. fable 
pr parable of the Talents, (Matt, xxv;) It is a summary of.duties\ap- 
licable to every station of life; it not only inculcates industry, but 
ee the indolenty without excuse. J will further remark, that as 
Mr, Soame Jenyns appears to me togo mucb too far, in founding the 
divine origin upon ‘* the internal evidence arising from that excellence, 
and those marks of supernatural interposition, which is so conspicuomg 
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in the clear religion itself,” so Sir, do you, in asserting that the 
staleness of its moral precepts is a conclusive argument on the other 
side. The laws and the feelings of moral right and wrong, have been 
immutable from the creation ; and unless we were to suppose that the 
human mind was not as vigorous before the Gospels were put forth 
as it is now, how can we impute the want of novelty as a bar against 
any claim, to what could not be new without being miraculous ? 
John indeed (chap. xv.) attributes to Jesus these words, ‘*I give 
you a new cominandment, that ye love one another;” * whieh is 
evidently taken from the heretical precept ** love your neighbour as 
yourself.”” Voltaire contends from this, that John could not be aJew, 
and asserts, moreover, that the 1st Chapter of this Gospel is evidently 
the work of a Greek Platonist ; it would take me far be yond the limits 
of a letter to go further into this part of the subject, particularly as 
I wish to notice one or two other parts of yours to Dr. Rudge ; neither 


-have I room to’ enter into the question of Jesus declaring that he 


spoke in Parables, in order that he might not be understood, when 
at the same time they are easily interpreted, and conformable to the 
method of conveying instruction in Eastern countries ; and if not 
understood contradicting his own assertion, that he came to preach the 
Gospel tothe poor who are the least likely to solve mysteries. As to 
his divine origin it appears to me to be too strong a claim; whether 
he ever existed or not is another question; [ should rather suppose 
he did, and conceive him to have possessed strong natural talents and 
most amiable qualities, Indeed, as the founder of a new sect.in that 
bigotted country, without falling inte the popular belief then’ pre- 
valent, and claiming to be the Messiah or earthly King of the Jews, 
shews him to have been both a conscientious enthusiast and popular 
preacher. It is by no means clear that he called himself the Son of 
God; he perhaps used the term Father as in his own prayer; but it 
is: clear that he never claimed an earthly kingdom ; had he so done, 
the Jews would more readily have become proselytes, and he might 
as well-have died for that claim, as for calling in question, the doc- 
trines of the hypocrites then in power. I agree with you that his 
moral precepts are rarely followed, and think the Christian Religion 
as it is taught, no more like that of Jesus than it is like that of 
Mahomet. | 

» You say, ‘* give me the free exercise of the press for seven yeats, 
and I would annihilate the Christian Religion im this country,” and 
further on you reject the idea of a future state. 

There can be no difference of opinion as to the power of the Press, 
and very little as to any tenets which are not founded on immutable 
truth, being able to stand before the rigorous scrutiny of free discus- 
sion ; ‘but human interests and prejudices, even the common habits‘of 
the great mass of ‘society, must necessarily array themselves ageinst 
ahy approach towards depriving them of what they possess and prize. 
aceompanied by the: offer of'a blank in Exchange. Your rejection 
of'a future state appears to be founded upon the ‘* sensual idea of 
Heaven,” inconsistent with human reason; which presents itself te your 
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* This word is not in our translations. 
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mind, -meaning thereby debauched: it is. necessary for me to add 

to the force of your epithet in this instance, as 1 will endeavour to 
shew that we may gratify our senses innocently without being de. 
bauchees,—we may see and admire the finest productions of nature and 
art; we may hear the finest music ; we may smell fragrant flowers; 
in short distinguish between beauty and deformity. harmony and dis. 
cord, without transgressing morality ; nay, we thereby fulfil the great 
ordinances of the Omnipotent, who created us and who gave ug _ 
these pleasures, for the preservation of existence in a savage state, 
and for our improvement in refined gociety. It is evident that every 
human being acquires more and more mental gratifications as he pro. 
ceeds in the acquirement. of knowledge; knowledge itself is com-— 
municated to the mind through the medium of external organs, and 
while the pleasures they mutually afford each other, stimulate us by 
an insatiable desire for perfection, we are continually checked by 
fatigue, and regret that perseverance can alone enable us to attain 
that perfection ; why then, when those external organs are shaken off, — 
may not our mental powers rise un-encumbered to a degree of bliss — 
proportioned to their merits? Why may we net continue to be still 
im a progressive state towards perfection, without bodily infirmities, 
and with stronger and more correct perceptions of happiness? And 
why may we not still be free to choose our own path towards haps 
piness, and find or miss it by our own acts? This is theory; upon 
this question we can arrive at nothing brt theory ; it is at leasta — 
mental, ia opposition to a carnal Heaven, or as you have expressed it 
sensual, ¢ 

Upon your rejection of a future state altogether, because you ‘‘ have 

resolved that human reason should reject everything as frand and — 
fiction, that cannot be reconciled to human reason,” I beg to observe — 
that it is not less reasonable to imagine a future state, than it i$ to — 
imagine an existence from all eternity; we cannot come to a clear — 
conclusion upon either of these pomts ; and it appears to me that a 
future state (however incapable we may be of defining its’ precise — 
nature) is consistent with reason, because there is no discovery, ndy — 
not.even the art of Printing itself, that has conferred so much benefit — 
upon society in general. It accords with that most powerfal spring 
of action—Hope, it is the strongest check upon Tyrants, it as ibe 
greatest consolation of the oppressed, it is the only idea that can — 
reconcile us to the unequal distribution of the good things of this — 
world, thereby tending to prevent-a continual series of strife and — ~ 
confusion from one end of the earth to the other; it fosters those re- 
Jative duties which human laws cannot be framed to reach ; it excites’ — 
te valour, patriotism, and friendship: in fine, the belief of a future 
state is so powerful in itself, as to sustain creeds the most absurd, iv — 
competition with systems stripped of all hope, however consistent — 
with human reason such systems may be in other respects; ~— = 

i ' Your obedient servant, — - ie 
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7, Mary Street, New Road, 
a Jan. 10, 1820. 
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MORE TRIALS FOR BLASPHEMY AND SEDITION, 





On Monday, the 10th inst. James Tucker, whom I have 
noticed in a former Number of this publication, was put on 
his trial at the Quarter Sessions for the City of Exeter, be- 
fore the Recorder of the City, and had a verdict of Guilty 


o against him.on two publications: the first was the 


rody .called “John Wilkes’ Catechism of a Ministerial 
Member.” which formed the first trial of Mr, Hone. Tucker, 


who, though poor, is strictly honest and noble spirited, 


defended himself with considerable ability for more than an 
hour, The Jury, it appears, have made the Warwickshire 
Jury, in the case of Russell, their precedent, and have re- 
commended him to mercy; but they should also have 
examined the effect of such recommendation in the case of 
Russell, who is now 2 ruined man and suffering in Warwick 


Gaol. _They should have pronounced Tucker gudlty of 


publishing without any malicious intention. There is no 
mercy in reserve for those who are bold and honest enough 
to impeach and expose the corrupt practices of the day; 
and, had it not been for such a man as Tucker, the inhabit- 
ants of Exeter and its vicinity would have continued in their 
deprivations and suitferings without knowing the real cause 
of it. They are now called upon to make his imprisonment 
and suffering as light as pecuniary assistance will effect. 
Of what his Jury were composed, I am not yet informed; 
but, if they are similar to the Jury which were called on to 
try Russell, I can affirm, that the box might as well have 
been filled with their cattle: one man was called on at 
Warwick who had the capacity of comprehension, and he 
was objected to on the part of the Crown perempiorily. 
There is a disgraceful and capricious mode in administering 
the law in cases of alledged libel. Tucker was an agent of 
mine for Exeter; he sold the Parodies without the most 
distant idea of danger, knowing that I had openly and 
publicly.sold them from the month of August, 1817 (eighteen 
weeks befire Mr. Hone’s trial.) I have sold above 20,000 
of them since that period, with the assurance of their-being 
harmless and inoffensive, as the Informations filed against 
me were kept pending, and never attempted to be brought 
to trial after the acquittal of Mr. Hone. Mr. Hone, I am 
certain, has sold 50,000 of his Three Trials, containing 
the whole, with. many additional similar Parodies, all of 
which that “ great law luminary,” Lonny ELLENBOROUGH, 
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pronounce “ horrible !—shocking !—and not fit for the ear 
of the Court !’’—such as—. 


‘* All the Books of Moses 
Are nothing but supposes.” —&c, &e. 


And which the present. Noble Lord of that very ancient 
title would define as a blasphemous libel, and not fit for the 
weayer, the collier, or the labouring agriculturist to read, 
and whose author or publisher would merit transportation 
and the society of convicted felons only! Blasphemy, for- 
merly, was confined toa denial of the existence of a God, 
accompanied with ridicule and defiance; but it is now be- 
come so very fashionable.a word, that every sect applies. it 
to the other for differing in their creed and forms; so that 
in the, ianguage of the present day, the Presbyterians of 
Scotland are blasphemers of the Church of England, and 
the. sale of the Parodies. must be confined to. the northof 
the Tweed. i a 
Tucker is a. man that well merits fhe public approbation — 
and support. It should be recollected, that whist in prisoa ~ 
he was oilered by the Maycr some adequate situation in the % 
corporation of Exeter, provided he | give up the sale of & 
political publications—he nobly refused it. Surely those 
_who.so handsomely and Kberally supported Mr. Hone, bes 
cause of his success, will not turn their mind from Tucker 
who has been defeated in the same attempt for the same pub+ 
lication, and is equally meritorious. Let an exception .be 
made to the assertion, that in England a politieal character, 
however consistent, is deserted if he should accidentally fall. 
Tucker and Russell are two men who have been dreadfully. 
persecuted, who have been steady and resolute, and who are 
now likely to suffer an imprisonment and to leave it penny= — 
less, unless a subscription, which might fairly be said tobe — 
their due for their good conduct and misfortune, should be 
liberally and extensively entered into for them. It must be 
admitted that many claims have lately been made on the’ 
purses of individuals who have yet the means Jeft of giving — 
assistanee ; but to whom shall the failen and persctuted Jodi 







for assistance, but to those te whose task and disposition they 
have furnished the agreeable and wholesome mental is 
I would wish to be understood as not begging for myself. ‘I 
have given directions to my wife and friends to press a 
subscription;no further for myself; as. I am fully aware that 
_ they are but few who will enrol themselves as the open atid 
avewed oppovents- of Christianity ; although I should state — 
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that prior to'my trial I found Noble, Right .Honourable, 
Honourable, Knightly, Worshipful, and even’ RevEREND 
Abettors. I was urged and encouraged on as performing a 

reat national benefit by persons of all ranks and all classes; 
But they are chiefly of the poorer classes who will now 
publicly express their approbation of what I have done: I 
am still the sworn devotee of that cause, and shall continue 
so until I discover that Iam in error. Iam neither disap- 
apointed nor discontented. It has been the invariable tha- 
racter of mankind in the aggregate, to applaud the successful, 
however rash or vicious, and to-neglect the fallen, however 
brave or virtuous. It is to James Tucker, as one of the 
latter, that I would stimulate a few imdividuals to throw 


~ down their mite. I have not yet learned the extent of his 


senfence, but when I know that the Recorder of Exeter, if 
he be the same as was in office ten years since, (Mr. Fan- 
shaw) is the simile of Old Sw John, of London, as well 
qualified for the execution, as the administration of the law, 
I think nothing of the Jury recommending him to merey. 


The case of Russell is fully before the Public. Mrs. 


i Carlile, 55, Fleet Street, will receive and forward any sum 


for either; and although I have’ no consent, from their 
kaown benevolence, I venture to use the names of Mr. 
Beale, Ironmonger, North Street, Exeter, who will forward 
any sum to Mr. Tucker: and Mr. William ‘Goodman, Market 
Place, Warwick, on behalfof Mr. Russell. 

Since writing the above, my old friend, Dr. Stoddart im 
ferms me, that the Grand Jury at the Warwickshire Quar- 
ter Sessions have found true bills against six individuals re- 
sident at Birmingham: three of the indictments were at the 
instigation of a society which styles itself the * Loyal As- 
sociation for the Suppression of Sedition and Blasphemy.” 
The grounds for the indictments are as follows :—George 

iso, for selling No. 9, Vol. I. of The Republican. This 

been published in London, without any complaint against 
the'‘publisher: it contains the Letter to Sir Charles Abbott, 
‘after the trial of the Editor. The circumstances under which 
‘Mr. Ragg has been entrapped into this prosecution deserve 


‘tobe made known. A police officer had’ made various\at- 


tempts to purchase’some Numbers o! the Republican at Mr. 
Rago’s shop, but was as often refused : going in one day, 
‘he espied this No. 9, almost out of his teaeh ; however, tie 
to seize it, and witliout asking whether it ‘was for 
sale or not, he threw down twopence and left the shop, 
“and has made this mode of publishing ‘on the part of Mr, 
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that he: detanded tbs tao of. such Ne ate behaviour. 
The servant, after getti 
confessed the whol: : This opened the eyes 
of the Prince, when he saw how far credulity might be im- 
posed upon, and ordered that the next madman who came 
to teuch the relics, should be taken to the stables, and there 
to be well horsewhipped, which brought on as good a cure 


as the Pope’ 8 relics, 
Kingstand. — - _ D, FRIEND. 
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“CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE REY, we. 
: a A. B, OF BRISTOL, AND MR. ~ CARN 


‘mz 
ona 


in Si, you ‘ill believe oe wien, 3 in thus making | a com- 
to you, I profess to be actuated by the sincerest 
‘i your. immortal soul. 1 have taken the liberty of 
asmall tract, winkn Slory Lauer with a ha 
ca a poison of infidelity an emy, whic 
m and other persons, have so Slentifully diffused abroad, 
ol variotis: Tsiee-publiacions. Letmé, Sir, entreat your 
of ihe little narrative; and after mature re- 
nll il éhank “you to favor me with a few lines by: 
post; stating what is your opinion of it.» I also’ encloxe the 
recent report of a: Missionaty Socicty, in which. you 
ese account of some of ihe triump : of the grace of God, 
‘eross of Christ, in foreign parts. Daves’ ‘you ask, Sir, 
seis. the proof of the authenticity of the Bible? Behold 
of thé Bible, of which you may form some idea, 
of this single pamphlet. «: 
blessed ‘book is proceeding ‘rapidly ’ over the 
igive light end knowledge and ‘salvation fo ail. ‘na. 
you, hor all its enemies combined, ‘arrest 


ores you can that: of the san in wry’ 


jas 


let-me ask» oa, Sir, Do a. with a proof 
= of the Bible? ‘Attend ty two oF thee ue 


i ratio — T will su to you. Firat, 1 


midead the Word of God. ‘The fal- 

1 hear may yale be adduced to the same pur- 
icularty’: the destruction of Jerasalém, ‘with its 
told by Jonaat Obeiet of the Jews eae: 


mart : arise. - As you, Sir, I it'to say, have 
ee...» 4g dtngabd souactf at one of thowe ceme, 
‘Pemiit-me 1 assure you, capnot contemplate, out : 
rll “omotion;: the danger to'which’ you are ex ” 

dy ot nome please God to give. you repentance. “It was 
“ee degree ot of ‘Plsorure; ae I ebserved the attention: 
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which you paid | to Dr. R. who recommended the “ Evidence 
of Christianity,” by Dr. Larder, and Dr. Paley’s work 
the sattie subject. I think, However, there are more modern 
publications of a seller ‘compass, which you might read t, 
more advantage, and at less expence of time; aud should 
favor the with your opinion of the enclosed d' pamphlets, 
and express. a desire for hooks; on the’ important subject be. 
fore us; 1will endeavour to Peirce ined with some, which } 
may deen suitable, hoping that,’ b the divine rete. they 
may promote your everlasting wel +: Give mel eave to ins 
form eon that having, ‘about seven years since; ‘had an op. 
portunity afforded ‘me of conversmg with: a -youn br 
officer, who ¢ 2 siete if his adntiration-of Thomas 
works, and for of which he hatt rejected the Bible 
I found that; afier employing many ore dn its favor 
in ain, ° ‘he yielded at once to the: following I proposed to 
nt this question: Do-you feel, Sir, ran consciousness of of 
hating eo ever offended mene God ‘who eng A 'To which 
‘etl; #.Most certainly do; for’ T-bave been asad 
: d. fellow. Eber) chowewet,- beforé I die, to make the 
Almighty amends ‘for any “injaty. I mity ‘have done to his 
honor.” rom hie betng rem ‘of the triajesty and glory of 
God, and of his own meanness ‘as a fallen ‘creature, and vile- 
nesses sinner, ‘ho, appearinc to feet hig-lost condition; and 
| plesaness} observed, “ , Tsuppose, I must come to 
the atonement’and righteousness of Christ for salvation.” And, 
assured ‘that he mst do 'se;'of PERISH FoR KvER! 
he rejoi' — Metake Sctipigie toe'wie alte, te 
pe boas ? o¢ his guide, be 
ead bac ceubaetcs ‘that they va yere “ abe make 
rn rpm 3" ind witha Genphoecla declared his 
, . nhmtyes rari! writen of the infamous 


nef yout ieee, 2 whoso 















0 ee ms if for 
‘hook, Thé Age of Reason, for 
Sec a heh ator affection, as you yourself 


stady ; ‘but whieh you 
? race tee thé whale world, 0 pre- 
uous Ses bat tas tay. ‘oné-word, by way of 
eneouragement, Although you have: sinned with 
hand, in rejesting-Christ,and<by endeavouring to expose 
hin cause to contempt; yet every penitent sinner is assured, 
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d eleanseth from, call. Lain 3. and. that, herause 
rell mf man; his divinity imparting to his suf- 
va ae value, ,., oi therefore uttered a 


assertions, durin 
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: om ut ue 
~ 1 ed, yl her to the throne F’ grace, 
«9 Legh bel eaeee 0 eporey ie 
aes rou w! yen ins We ae 
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iven “ye ai ruapielous 
$5 ana ighty God, who hast given 
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iven e ad, Baye with- 
3 to. nite failowing 
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SETTER, TO THE REY.” Wi, WAIT, ¢ OF BRISTOL, 


tose ta me, , diited Ne O53: wae ating by 


. selene I aid not recei 


and was itiformed that it had ‘but just’ 


Coach. . Pht Aes 


receive ‘until g' o'clock tix eveniag, 
arrived by’ the Bath 
‘between ‘yotir ‘date 





el 


ond a “me “to ‘he thus. particular, lest you 


Fi De 
& igh a 
ples 


sliould. jnigie 1 ‘4 tad Been negligent’ va shy. aa Sarey you. 
spe bat feet, ye ie ‘eu “The fast 


‘been one of Thomas ‘Paine’ 8 ste 


“ahd ¥ The Report of the Missionary ry Society,” 


at ten” O'clock resolved . Fi 





sein your myself ti evo hours ron 
Wi 0 inion 
Powe-ta etek catise of whieh 


have been, atid bope to, copGintie ite ¢dvoedte, and to: which 
you, with ‘the frue characteri of Clyrisuay “mbeknéss; ap- 





y” and’ Blasphemy,” two’ w 
: ‘and’ harsilen: Although i ar 


tin which you'so apply ‘them : 


way, etna d to lic every communicatio i 
this ind, ad pe ape ery. ‘instead of re 
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lowing up the moral precepts of the New Testanient ; but, 
alas, how aifecsp | the CurieGan, Practice ' aS 
You next refer me te the issionary Soci 's Report;” 
fv [have =a on your letter with this, I a not thake 
m it; but shall merely take such meade - 
prone I at read the Repor 

Ai sa sample.¢ the 
t Tadies the cause of God 


wikeh ht for OF, 80° many,..ge3 
ay Dap vast, 2 en ys Sarel iff, boat . 
) my in bn yay atcéptation, this sen- 
: person. who anal ge 
sand, utive iy ieallea, oe. tha at As cay 


made ed progress in the. 
eee be, racionally andulged 





Sir, the writer, mF | at sentence 
ge At canugtworshi God in 
ombipresent, au ‘Omnipotent; 
thy. no hose lesen .OF..persons, nay 
ome household 
ie do pe- 
those. Missi 


= oe ect tse 


Soh a ped 
ne don, m heh ‘¢ og a you 
2 Senet ute uit, Mt J.a just mode, 

and asser- 

4 & Report.” I 
) Sclipo is Will make 


eres ts) rj ex: 
mt Hngrme | d, and 
rf. me it was God’s 
pSarge eal y on the Sunday, 
bh, and had not the rai: y of diningvinhiog 
3. but. when I. anriy of ma 

on my mode. of. pe eg sins e varie 


98 professed, almost coe, from the example 
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and- practice of others, af the necessity of becoming a ppo- 
fessor of | some kind im Blt ; [ An to euquite into the 
grounds and aliades of difference. ¥ read°this book talled 
the Bible; Pfound it’ g Govipilation of aibintelligible j jargon 
without meaning, and withoat eee I rejected this 
book, ‘which Was said to be the ground of a and all its 
evanescences with it.’ L now ‘challenge the individual to 
say that I evet made a ‘profession amon t any sect; and all 
this o¢ Thad ‘ever read.’ of Reason, [ 
hed but a few months. cominenced tlie 4 ale of books and 
pamphlets, and: ublishing 3 resolved to take the earliest op- 












poe hazards ;.and I enjoy ay 
Saget ye  Misiowaries, at the progress | 
have: be eration shall record the 

cower i shat 9 “ em routs 8 in a 
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cine AR LETTER ‘FROM TUE POPE TO THE IRISH 
aes ‘ON THE SUBJECT isd HIBLE SCHOOLS. 
red. Cong: ation for th 

! pa fe Poh ith Septeis, 18:9. f 


PO aati i, se ues oa it, ithe pitt of the 
Be “sowed ‘in his feld 5 Sak White peste atest, 
diné “und eowed! tare’ apon-the wheat,’ Mat. xvi. 24, 
ry Brea injury indeed ‘of the Catholic‘faithy, seen veri 
ted intiese Our owen OA eh ea for information 
hay senehed? the ears of the’ Sacred Congregation Compaen. a it 
ptorcagan reae byothe: funds: of the Catholics, 
established inielmost every. part-of Ireland, in atch, ah tbe 
ape inci of both sexes, but pasticu- 
opaupers, are allured by the blandishmeuts oa 
ie Doe a and. infected. with the fatal poison’ 
a, Ma further stated, that the directors of 
apeakin ng, Met sts, who introduee 
. oy elish by’ * The Bible. ‘Society,’ and 
) the sole view ‘of seduting the youth, ana 
| tg frm ‘their ‘minds. the truths of the ortbadox 
Toeteperaniensdlia pettiness your Lordship ntreadly perceives 
cere rw ge to wath and 
‘Of ‘sheep,’ IE. _— : eed semy wit 
pastors § é enemy jill 
p by siga}t wg tbe sow the tenes}: an tbe Gare 
pi ye ie | 
he phe to kéep the 
3 +0 warn. parents. 
r decount Matava, to be 


*stablishin, Pens Saga ee eto 
ony’ wl , that in iS henavel sestiwass tupertnase, ee 
' th. ‘unbounded weal, endeavour to prevent the 
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wheat from: helt choked: by the tarcs, I pray the all- -good and 
omnipotent God to guard and preserve you safe mauy years: 
Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant, * 

-) *& BS CARDINAE FONTANA, Prefect. 

; “ C. My PEDICINI, Secretary.” 


‘So here we sée, that: the Christians of this ¢ (Rone) 

| whites, Christianity. was fostered at the’ expence of hie State, 
are alarmed at the. progress of the Bible: they are: wiser: 
than the British’ Christians, for well they know’ ie the Bi. 

. ble- will not’ bear a eritival’ investigation. ‘TF cannot butsmils. 
to see the original Christian eideavouring to atrest the pro- 
‘ress of the Bi nee ndthé bastard stian endeavouring 
Strange coutradieticn? “Worthy of Chris. 
Hive , nth can ‘no more arrest “the 4 
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rs, ‘ay proof of ‘the 

authenticity of. the Bible, their dispersion, distinct charac. 
ter, &e. as din® that: book by Jesus, ‘together with 
the ‘destrhttior eae én, and their b ul- teniple. 
' With respe pee dispersion, and rope oh ened ‘of the 
Jews, [would d refer You to tlie” Sect” called “Quakers. “ See 
the bene aaah of. a Saree me et the~ short time He § hey have 
So ki sili as dté&inct as 

! noe ‘ is, that poh be distiiction 

lar re fed ohare vances; and their forbid- 
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by of “that ‘both those : sects 
of ‘countries: In 
almost exclti- 
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gion, the expence of oaies fe oad fro. But recollect, 


Samp allie-itessat ie 
a 


ee : > x bel 
ET Sy ER EN SI TT AIO TS i a a ge ——— _ - 


a ee * 
aS eee 






















JANUARY 21, 1820. Gi 
Sin that-1 shall print every cowmunication that passes be- 


18. - 
"You on to nacrate, the conversion. ofa nayal. ofticer, 
sot say) any admirer of the works ef Thomas 


heen-(you 

Whether: this istrue¢: or false, “is anita § indifferent, to. 

magi iy which, wey are, engaged. 1, on the 
pyequieed 8 ¢ stories. of conversions; | 

Pg genes “I publish those opinions 

ith my, iat sae leave. them .to the sober 

plement th en_of the public. ‘L con- 
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This is a. gross calculation of the imhabitagte supposed .to 
_ exist in those countries where their respective religions are. 
professed, excepting the Jews. - But L.think if we make an 






reducet 





seen them: I shall cortainly séek the earliest opportunity of 


perceive, 
mottes as pages; it containg two stale 
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you deemed necessary ae re ma to the nar- 
“op onl ur Rnofrymous: aaa ‘The fivat s 
Paine’s ike of. the girl; ‘who told him that she 
ok? whilst im ¢ " same’ sentence, almost, you 
: eu fed: hysician, that le died t 
h eta sant to = — ined 
blishe 


Te 

re stares. wf wuswer of Mr. Paine, to ae 
ns tmaile to bis “ Ace of Reason.” 
fre na 

has lately been extracted in a peri- 
« The ‘Medusa;* antl also in Sherwin’s 
ie Thomas Paine: 

Again’ you state that Paine Ne confessed that he never at 

d himset no es with attention.” 
You nilede to his remark 


Siti it to be: } te 
Gis eye le although ee rgu 


Apel be the'same. Recolléct; Sir, that Paine 
of: Reason” ‘in France; and that ‘he never 
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‘petition the su shéad of. their Charch 
tase of my bod tand Whe restitution of the 
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property his agetts have taken from me. I shall then find 
some reasous to respect the religion of the Ch iribtian, bur 
not wutil then, Bs fh abe}, diyaas Sir, 

ta, (ois Your obedient, : 
Dorchester Goal ans, R- CARLILE. 
reaper B80: ASRS) OE ELST hab as ¢ , 





< LETTER ron A DEi@e OW THES AGE OF 
REASON. “PART. 8 os 


«By Ra Rew dajies Rudge, D:D. TRS. 


7 Conclusded.fean. our test, One Say 
I do not like to deal in severe reflections; ail I Biiist say; 





_ that the author:of. sty a of Reason has. done no sell 


disservice. to bis. cause ;by, thus .classing together, in the 
same paragraph, be ay soe opposite it erty: respect. 
Eyery com instituted be cca OW a 
bright and lovely hus. around. tof the the on ne, and 
the immaeulate, virtues of the other, na grovelling in 
the dust the; character and. pretentions. of the: prophet of 
rabia.. Go into-the ember ofthat licentious. tek volup- 
tuous proftigate,. and see bim revelling amid his loathsome 
scenes. of debauchery and vice; and then: say what fellow- 
ship light can. have vith darkness, or the -high-priest of im- 
‘purity and .bleod-guiltiness. with. te pure fa spotless 
Jesus, and the. meek, and upright Moses! “Why, _ thea, 
should d the impositions practised, by. the ' one be mentioned 
in the,same.page,:or,placed on onan level with the mis- 
sions. of the others,, enforced as they. were.by lives ‘of cou- 


sistent nolinean and matchless, bee he Sir, I see the. 
ie J. it is, to eut 








a ceftain epatnenia of E icurus, ‘* 2 
—Hoe dicereturpius ot pe id quod welis non. posse de- 
fendere. It is more honourable fairly.to give.up. the caus: 
of “peda than aitempt to support it. by. such despicab! ‘ 
ex 
I. come-now. to a im which the.author of thé 
Age of Reason to a paragraph im pe in. * affixing 
right ideas to. words.” ‘The. word upon which his philo- 
logical. talent is exercised is the. word Ord Revelation, which 
he defines, mibon applied. tp seligion, to *anean somethin 
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vamanicated immediately from GOD to man.” Now - 
a willing to receive as correct this definition; aud to say 

. igion, (the religion of course, of the 

d- New Testament,) such immediate communications 

from GOD to man have, at different times, been made., 
seiadaitier: ages-of the world they were frequent ; and to 
- pious tien of old the ALMIGHTY has often been ‘pleased 
fo reveat his will. ‘The mode in whicl: this revelation was 
handed down to, others was by tradition; which, consider- 
ing ‘the advanced age to whioh mew in ‘those days lived, 
was the best and ‘safest mode of conveyance thut could 
opted.’ To Adam, we have authentic proof 

at an immediate Communication was personally adress- 
d by. Berit himséle- ‘With Adam; Methuselah lived’ 243 
at with Méthuselah, ‘Shoin the son of Noah, lived 
Bra and ‘with Shiern; Jacob, the'son of Isaac, 

, lived .30 years. ° ‘Phis account is ex- 

é hook of’ Genesis: ‘and’ attach as: much 

(le atcoutit ‘as T do to any narrative which Phave 

ides; that is now lying on my table, or 

“work ‘in’ which “the ‘transactions. of 

fo imes aré recorded. EP speak of my Bible here as 
anh ust 4 al work ; ‘but believing: it to:dontain the revela- 
e will “GOD to matikind it is<invested with a 

Of. and credibility: which: belong to no 
mo Ei is hy! only aithovity. And: E am:bold to 
his the diversity of humax opinions in matters-of 
‘Importatice to “man, that’ with «me they-avail 
aden therefore,’ of any se¢et:ur party—nor of 
May tables et of Cephas, nor of Paul: :but 

miy eer Lovet and Teacher+the God whom 

ur ni whoni' I trast; t6-whom only T look 


i te, to ah world ‘for ary rest'and security, and 

rt permanent peace and happiness ! 

ai ‘Gntlrnainaté: 2 | dal escotole tl Sips my 

id with sortie ‘portion of the spirieof my divine: | 
Fave servédyand: E condemn sone of 

* éreitates, “éTf any mean,” saitha teacher who 

nc tas met teach, “ hear iny words and believe not, 
m not; for Pca’ Otto judge the world; but to 

a? "He: thaPrejecteth me,and receiveth not-my 
Smee him; the word that I hare 

apok é him in‘ the last day!” ; 
ts : irs terey faith, and E owed it tovtruth and sincerity 
make this this fice and candid avowal. Now, Sir, receiving 
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the Bible as of divine, and gs, my.onlig authority, and ad. 
— the account, therefore, in Gencsis to. be true and 
faithful, we have three persons, namely, Methuselah, and 
Shem and Jacob, whose. respective ages would. he sufficient 
to hand down. the :mmediate revelations, made originally to 
Adam, respecting the, knowledge and worship of the true 
God, ‘to the time in which the children of. Israel, journeyed 
into Egypt, and which comprise a-peried.of 2238 years, Now 
poet, this long period, oral comumnication, was ‘probably 
the only medinm by which God revealed. himself to a chosen 
few of his creatures. Afterwards, when the age.of nan was 
contracted within a shorter campass,. and »threescore: years 
and ten, or founscore years, were: nearly. the utmest extent 
ene ein ecieteoen on protracted, ‘when the world 
en on every side into tl Greenest est Ignorance, idolatry, 
and corruption, and with the abbreviation of human tife; al 
of the iy bees purity aud health, and vigour of the ereature - 
‘had dwindled into nothing,.and darkness every where-co- 


vered the earth, this oral communication. evidently-beeame 
an unsafe mode of conveyance. :Then it was, that tradition, 
conveyed. from mouth to mouth through along period. of 
2000 years.and upwards, ceased to. be relied an ; and God, 
in bis wisdom, and own. good time, . caused to, be conmmitted 
to writing his. statutes and: commandments, A peculiar 





this elevated office ‘Moses was 
ualified, 


He was 






—On the death. of Moses, these written communications 
continued to be piney ‘and a succession of prophets, frem 





discharged with exemplary zeal pad Seelity ity, til the fullness 
of time came, when the Great Prophet Ged -was -mani- 
fest in the fesh—then a fuller and more glorious dispen- 
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éd in ‘the’ will and counsels of won ity 
immortality,- of which but a sti 
n seen, and indistinct notions had jeer: 
; were brought to light on the publication 
don the preaching: of Christ. 
faller’ and’ thore elorious revelations, the im- 
es’ of Jesus were enjuined to commit to 
in “alk: the world. The Book in 
ey were written’ is-ealled the Gospel—+an a 
onde, since it: signifiés the | ee news and glad 
tidings: of a ticher and more merciful dispensation, which. it 
re Conveying to a lost™and rebellious world; 
‘together with the epistles, addressed by 
stles~of ‘Christ either to 
een complete what is led 


v 


3 
3 


> 
+ 
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r. in offering the preceding 
recuadlea, not only from thei impreasion fF ehtertain of theirim- 
portance,’ but-because, in my judgment, they invalidate and 
dediney a quibble, of ‘which the author of ‘the Age of Reason 


Aacrnt enterpri and geveraus effurts to 
| Oe ta at am, * e 


evelation of the-will- of 
GOD) For if’ pebiadeot ghia x evidence which is suffi. 
cienh'to sa ~ ‘reasonable’ beings Ahat immediate com- 
‘munications én'-made: by ID to nian—thit these 
: | nmUnications have at vp atl times been rex 
s several individdals, and are not, therefore, hearsay 
but direct and tmediate commiunicatiogs, not 
tote, bet to each of the persons to wham they were made, 
, theréfare, ‘deserving of reverential regard, :all the 
maa the infidel fall'to the ground; and-are aslitile cn- 
titled to seen vasany: of the preceding that have been con-~ 
nd here, Sit, oY the resent, I shall abstain from any 
a. fr rah of -Reason, and from {ran- 
"into: this. place the very extensive motes I have 
JOD eve flag asgertion which is tobe found, and 
fal conclusiod into which the author, to use bis own 
ta y has:bovted, ae ‘the penaren ik portion of his work. 
amination'at present is rendered, perhaps, scarcely 
é by the regult of the late trial. The Age of Reason 
pater aged by one of the highest tribunals of the 
duly to -bé arblasphemy against GOD, but s 
te inv of ‘the land, of which Christianity is “part 
The law, then, has ‘interposed its authority, 
“  sneetilaig its publication ; and thus [ am restrained, 
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wo less by a, sense of ptopriety, than -by' motives of decency, 
_ from proceeding further. ‘~The passages upon which it_would 


be necessary for me to comment, -in-my-examination, are, 


for. the obscen~ images they present; and the-horrid bias. 


phemies they avow, the most offensive that can-be conceived; 


and eoduld scarcely be formed but-in a thind which was jijcy. 
rably hardened against every impression:of virtae, and jost 
to every serise and feeling of madcety. <I must not then] 
cannot—retail its blasphemy-—T will not propagate: its foul 
and venomous slander against the character and creed of my 


GOD, lest haply I should myself be'the means of. causing. 
,a brother to offend, and,-in the attempt to provide the anti. 
dote; he should drink the -petson to its dregs, and be en. 


guiphed in the very ruin from which it was my honest 
endeavour to warn him ! a a ee : 


I know not, Sir, what impressions: miay:havo-been pro~. 
ope 


duced on your mifid by réading thepresent letter. I 


you will pause and reftect, before a final- deeixion shall be 
made. You have, in an -evil hour, imbibed Deistical‘ no. — 
hether ‘you may not-be. 


tions. I beseech yon to consider w 
in error? I would distrust, Sir, my own judgment, and be 
humble in my own sight. - Christian humility, in. our pre- 
sent state of existence, is’ the most nec y,-and, I would 
say, is: the «queen: of virtues ; -and~ alt-others should. be 
gate the rebel motions of the heart, the foremost of which 
is pride—the root’of all subordination and-evil. ~ It is ‘pride 
that uplifts itself against the supremacy of GOD, and throws 


off all allegiance ‘to his Jaws and: statutes. Examine your . 


heart narrowly, and see whether there be not some. secret 
corner in which it lurks; and is the prime mover and active 
encourager of that spirit of insubordination. which exalts it- 
self hourly against the bountiful dispensations of PROVI- 
DENCE, and the: merciful scheme. of redeeming love by 
JESUS CHRIST ! Now until this internal foo, the agent ol 
heil, shall be expelled, and overpowered and slain, the rank 
and noxious tares of infidelity must.ran wild, and choak and 
destroy every better and nobler seed. Bring it out, then, aud 
slay it. I fear vot but the result will be, in future, a good har- 
vest, and:that upon the soil of your mind there will spring up 
faith, and all its attendant fruits and virtues. Christianity will 


no longer form a-subject for profane and impious attack, but 


be.réceived as matter for pious and grat belief; and.be 
viewed either asa whole or in a part—either in its stpa- 
rate “or combined excellencics—as the grandest and most 


: 
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wondrous: scheme. for the amelioration of haman ‘life; and 
| - of human happiness in this’ world, and in 

pride exalted, so humility will abase you in 

tore and yoa will be jeiniled: that though 

may be Party ve, theré id 'in reality 

-contrary to, the Reason, of the best and wisest of 

| ore therefore, its truths and_ its evidenecs 
epee be the objet. of -acquiescent: and, humble. faith. 
Thevthistles: which spread themselves in the path of life 


: race tmomentary perplexity: and; uneasiness; but 
 will-never: be “sufficient -to indure:.the 


traveller’ to- renounce - ‘the: journey upon which he‘is bent. 
| has Dig Transes: ‘and difficulties to’ encounter ; 
, i icnce exercised for a little while, 


ie fgere a doors of Heayen will be thrown 

and jeu shall be admitted,.to witness the realities of. 

eligion, and.-. the consummation of his faith—the. presence 

f his, GOD, and the enjoy yment.of pleasures for evermore } 
Bevonvineed,then;and be strong aad invincible in that faith 
See erteontes ‘Upon 'a rotk—the: gates: .of hell 
-alingt prevai Hast a “ems ini ar is. GOD— its 
8 bi iy Ses may “ws defended and couiforted therein, 
od‘enjoy the grace 3 tthe Lord JESUS CHRIST, the 
and the’ tei pee and ‘fellowship ‘of the 

Lise now ay ever cannot but be ths, ee 


| wb ; rent and afectionats well-wi sher 
file Waitin. steerer vfs dA AME SR be. 
| | ABRTER ‘FROM Da RUDGE. TO. Mic atta 
eee ion Eat) 
g lette should have fallen in with. the Correspondence with Dr. 


) rvations on Mr.Soame Jenyn's work, ‘but was wh- 
| vitiz arrived just before Mr. Carlile went! rumet for 


ae ao at wiich coud the les ‘oN detacuon fruction "of 


one ae 


Bh 


ae work ls Sianeli of which T so- 
Ml you ‘abd’tin a on it my y Suty 
iy, Mas b tried inthe state in which it was Tent. # tbat 
ou tory ration “at'the same time, T chnnot-but-express my 
‘Tegtet, that the examination of it terminated with so thitch’ abrupt- 
arin produced so little effect. Of ail men, perhaps, that ever 
ll. 3 
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lived, there never was,one to whom the, jmpptation, of dishonesty 
éould be applied with such little justice, as, Dr. Ralgy. fie scorned 
cast, ever ey é sentiments, of the jus wt and. veracity of 
which he was not f ully Pe persuaded, Permi nie, therefore, to gay, 
how much I re ret*the Hasty decision"t6 which you tame, ’tn throw. 
ing away thé work of shel & man, 1 do not be th ihyselg any 
ex degree of discertment. a | have bn o' pretensions’ of 
the kind.’ ‘But I heve always thought, that io man could ever. sic 
from tlie perdsal of ‘the chapters of the two volumes of Paley's 
Evidence?) without an improved heart, ‘and en:enlightened mind: 
without i atroug and wholesome conviction of the truth and beauty 
of the Christian scheme—of the genuineness of the Scriptures, on 
mate hand, and of the authenticity of their narrative; on the 
oy x ingst confess, however, that much, if not every 
Yt conviction must depend on. the temper ‘of mind ia 
whi ee  cantctio’ ‘was commenced, and lias been cdnducted. 
‘The veil of prejudice should be ‘removed frowh’ the intellectual 
Vision + without whith’ the Hehe ef Scriptiral truths can never be 
clearly apprebiginded. 1 did venture’ to"suggest this in my former 
letter, and F'tiow repeat my stipplication with ‘all the earnestness 
: — the love Sorlons ee ro ‘the love towards: a fel- 
creature, i would say, no eee against the 
wause of Christianity itself, norany mean opinion you, may have 
imbibed against.any of its defenders, interrupt:a ‘close and sober 
inivestigation.of all the points: and. bearings, in the Christian 
orl comes i view whatever | been amiss in the 
the first. to the p Retennith century of 
id ascribe not to the Fore ‘and ay religion of 
minations, 
of wich man reey has been the Bats een or. Of these let 
Coratenkt be acqititted at the bar of ‘your enlightened and dis- 
mind i another little work, which with 1 
view to this decision 1 woul i stron récommend-to your perusa 
indeed, it has been pri seipalfy'oa this Shariiee’ thik I have 
bay aued chee tor’ to ed addrede iyo ti!) The bookte which I al- 
Jenyns <* View Of the internal Evidences of the 
Sn jBtegne Jey -Many years have ¢ psed since T read it; 
yy oath at this moment, a vivid ection -of the pleasure 
: ahd improvement with which itv was perused by, : 





nde Dear Sir,“ 

obedient Servant, 
egied JAMES RUDGE. 
. Limeheuse, 13th. hs Di en 991) silt 
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The» folowing id another of those papérs which have been 'mislaid in eonse- 
mi aod hopes inh shetion of the Editor. He now inserts it with 


the fai aut horess will excuse the dela when tke 
is not conscidus of having read until the 


fly sipste « haat he i give ita stale appearance, in ¢onsdquence of 


sb geuer ublic will duly a ciate the spisit aad in- 
Fits air writer; | trot whose pt the | Editor hopes a farther 


\ eanlbieeetipeniliin * 


sp gaia, fs cn 20 MR«CARLILE.. 


a 


ce OEY: 
 ensbsou ns: > am that a female, sigudture al stamp the 


eloquence, of # Burke with, insignificance, and. diffident asl must 


jim addressing.the author of. productions such 4s yours, 


| presume to my. feeble: efforts.in the cause of Liberty. 


ident that, ya , at least, will give me, credit for good intentions, 
5 ware thas | have noch else to boast, r lo asspre you, 
nall. not be offended or disappointed though the under- 
ould. .obly 'séive to add a@ moientary blaze to your fire. 
‘a it, suc! "as itis, to your better judgmeut, I subscribe 

yee our very respectful:humble séryant;. 
Jo swe ened Road.) ETHELINDA WILSON. 

‘ te oer 1819. i aye 

oF meal es: ii: . genéral:; dnd. to thuse of Manchester and 
* caatoitatic oad ats Vicinat in pariicular.. 7 


e otis vow near two m ‘sinde some of yoturselves, and 


male friends were vidlently attacked and tran 
the: performance ‘of:a public duty; and itis yet 


Hee that meeting: shall agai ta 6 place, which 
) was then’ so. fatally :and'so forcibly: adjourned. To what 


‘this "he -attributed ? ‘Those who ‘plained’. they horrid 

sof that re ereney Bony ai fear; nay 
peoceer at eine that t ave 6&0 a ent 

some g’spirit of reform: ‘If, indeed, fear has had 


u pore im they Aelay, it: wena: be an insult to 


lake ‘yeourage of men. in- ‘general to suppose: it 


‘ld originate e A arse i:Fearvis: so truly. femibine ‘a 
trait, dhat it:can. only upiet emneny ‘ourselves. cAg &womdn 


and @ avife, Tae tio ee ate im:your solicitad 
. lacy partcipa ach ‘ta! — of: you 


Sadeaen nelf?.1-S0 veld condemn: (and 


tddrdespise) that timid: affection: which would attempt a 
pierce dbefion whost nnited: exertions all that can render 
esr lpn from the: performance ‘of ‘that im- 


| thave recebtly!‘been nidst im- 

aes -safferer, Mr. Carlile ; way, 
areata 4 8 MiyIIIILS 

ransactians af the eilttohémerahle 16th; tue reinber 


in the. annals «of fiodern 
nome aus pecs 
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accom ied by Pro s'that , they rated only as a stimn. 
lus to he €xertions of the vet Consider how ‘t 


would sound in. the ears of your descendants,. should 
future Historian (alluding ecto ode a ences) iaay 


“ thongh’ the genius of Libe did once hatter | her Vivifying 
‘wings in their neighbour and rouse the inhabitanis to 
temporary exertion, they were. a feeble race, destitute of 


mental energy, easily depressed, and consequently so 
sunk into ‘ther original apathy.” Consider this, and cae, 
in time on-the disgrace of doatéibinnie, however indirectly, 
to draw down pon your fathers, husbends, brothers; sons, 
and friends, the odious e t of Cowards. 

~~ Female influence has sometimes ‘been extensive: exert it 
now—nor suffer your friends to prove: by their own inert 
‘conduct, that enthusiasm ‘in a good” cause can possibly be. 
evanescent—depress not their pete too dejected spirits, 
by weakly anticipating dangers, which may peter happen— 
and shoud. they, your, numerous, Laidionagrsl must long ago 
have convinced you that mere.exemption from a pain 
is but: négative happiness: at best. -D Do not. some 

dearest friends return to their lo habitations, ex- 
‘hausted with excessive labour,and scarcely. retammg spirits 
— to. —_— homely. y: farerthe ill-rewarded. industry 

as hardly earned: in to suffermgs yor | con- 

tentplate and share Seale thom not from 9 ¢ontest for the 
justand more equal distribution of nature's bounties—a aw 
test:dine whibh: they must -ultiniately: conquer.- Exert 

| . Ities; arid: ‘prove. that: mental exertion the 
| erform of y plemtnbicsntien we by po means 
spc en ibdiridee! whose high-t patrioti ngs, 
a soneuny ; be isdustri 

‘his view ‘the avimating, “soul-enlive 








